
Optimistic and Pessimistic Forecast Scenarios 

The Terminal Area Forecast (TAF) has baseline forecasts of total enplanements and total airport 

operations by airport.  In addition to the baseline forecast, FAA has produced an optimistic and 

pessimistic forecast scenario for these parameters for the 30 large hub airports and 31 medium hub 

airports in the 2018 TAF. The baseline, optimistic, and pessimistic forecast scenarios are presented 

for 2010 to 2045. For more information see the write-up 2018 TAF: Optimistic and Pessimistic 

Forecast Scenarios for Large and Medium Hub Airports .
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Airport Hub Size Fiscal Year
Total Enplanements 

(Baseline)

Total Enplanements 

(Optimistic Scenario)

Total Enplanements 

(Pessimistic Scenario)

DFW large 2010 26,750,080 26,750,080 26,750,080

DFW large 2011 27,464,158 27,464,158 27,464,158

DFW large 2012 27,799,916 27,799,916 27,799,916

DFW large 2013 28,946,438 28,946,438 28,946,438

DFW large 2014 30,351,806 30,351,806 30,351,806

DFW large 2015 31,356,176 31,356,176 31,356,176

DFW large 2016 31,432,560 31,432,560 31,432,560

DFW large 2017 31,433,096 31,433,096 31,433,096

DFW large 2018e 32,890,344 33,771,860 32,315,856

DFW large 2019 34,502,680 37,181,644 32,467,530

DFW large 2020 35,344,092 38,481,436 32,709,854

DFW large 2021 36,115,284 39,510,792 33,059,434

DFW large 2022 36,837,496 41,084,672 33,295,880

DFW large 2023 37,533,992 42,679,948 33,477,228

DFW large 2024 38,193,536 43,552,440 33,651,788

DFW large 2025 38,855,848 44,886,656 33,868,252

DFW large 2026 39,521,216 46,233,912 34,089,752

DFW large 2027 40,203,924 47,656,760 34,294,404

DFW large 2028 40,910,264 49,164,592 34,498,100

DFW large 2029 41,637,504 50,874,452 34,684,960

DFW large 2030 42,388,488 52,501,984 34,881,588

DFW large 2031 43,158,416 54,104,984 35,085,132

DFW large 2032 43,933,552 55,699,452 35,311,132

DFW large 2033 44,714,540 57,352,164 35,552,396

DFW large 2034 45,512,664 59,018,552 35,740,684

DFW large 2035 46,313,112 60,657,172 35,871,672

DFW large 2036 47,118,596 62,251,500 35,989,104

DFW large 2037 47,930,980 63,905,380 36,120,960

DFW large 2038 48,743,632 65,615,776 36,270,104

DFW large 2039 49,553,880 67,349,240 36,436,068

DFW large 2040 50,369,432 69,104,616 36,603,228

DFW large 2041 51,175,640 70,758,384 36,767,232

DFW large 2042 51,997,000 72,365,696 36,923,676

DFW large 2043 52,831,276 74,003,272 37,068,212

DFW large 2044 53,675,800 75,627,048 37,199,584

DFW large 2045 54,536,504 77,226,520 37,311,132

2018 TAF Enplanements Forecast Scenarios
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Airport Hub Size Fiscal Year
Total Airport 

Operations (Baseline)

Total Airport 

Operations (Optimistic 

Scenario)

Total Airport 

Operations 

(Pessimistic Scenario)

DFW large 2010 649,864 649,864 649,864

DFW large 2011 650,628 650,628 650,628

DFW large 2012 646,446 646,446 646,446

DFW large 2013 677,001 677,001 677,001

DFW large 2014 673,830 673,830 673,830

DFW large 2015 683,956 683,956 683,956

DFW large 2016 676,890 676,890 676,890

DFW large 2017 655,525 655,525 655,525

DFW large 2018 663,524 681,396 651,478

DFW large 2019 691,687 744,122 651,412

DFW large 2020 693,679 753,245 643,042

DFW large 2021 702,159 765,306 644,331

DFW large 2022 704,821 782,005 639,195

DFW large 2023 704,298 795,543 630,845

DFW large 2024 713,037 806,671 631,436

DFW large 2025 724,510 829,157 635,220

DFW large 2026 736,047 851,755 639,150

DFW large 2027 747,881 875,638 642,747

DFW large 2028 760,144 900,993 646,327

DFW large 2029 772,784 929,935 649,599

DFW large 2030 785,842 957,402 652,914

DFW large 2031 799,209 984,207 656,448

DFW large 2032 812,653 1,010,771 660,381

DFW large 2033 826,201 1,038,326 664,593

DFW large 2034 840,054 1,066,050 667,828

DFW large 2035 853,953 1,093,230 669,980

DFW large 2036 867,940 1,119,505 671,945

DFW large 2037 882,048 1,146,800 674,166

DFW large 2038 896,152 1,175,042 676,706

DFW large 2039 910,208 1,203,642 679,555

DFW large 2040 924,363 1,232,564 682,404

DFW large 2041 938,326 1,259,555 685,213

DFW large 2042 952,560 1,285,633 687,889

DFW large 2043 967,024 1,312,198 690,345

DFW large 2044 981,662 1,338,440 692,563

DFW large 2045 996,596 1,364,159 694,417

2018 TAF Operations Forecast Scenarios
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